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Trinity Lutheran Church, is our next
place to seek.
At 27th and Fort, simply head up the
hill to its peak.
Christ and Lamb stand in invitation,
to all who are driving past.
You might miss them altogether, if you are
traveling by too fast.
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Just down the hill, is a cemetery site,
At 18th and Fort, due to gambling fights.
In the early Hays shootouts,
men died with boots on.
They buried them here, practically
every dawn.

The next of Pete’s statues, erected in 1961,
Was placed next to our library,
as soon as it was done.
Buffalo Bill Cody, a man of honor
on these plains,
Re-enacted prairie dramas and
increased Kansas’ fame.

Both located at the
corner of Hays’
10th Street and Main.
And when you’re
finished finding them,
take time to enjoy this spot.
Our businesses here and restaurants too,
are some of the best we’ve got.
If the weather is pleasant, stroll around
awhile, or enjoy the Pavilion shade.
This is the type of setting where
great memories are made.

Treasure Hunt Tour
of Pete Felten Artwork

Written by Hays resident, Kathy Dinkel
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You might still hear music on Main Street
every day,
The music like days of old when this singer
started to play.
With guitar in hand, it’s at 7th and Main,
where this musician stands.
Folks put coins into his hat, since they
cannot into his hand.
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There’s another cowboy standing
at 16th and Main.
His name is the Lawman, keeping peace
on the Plains.
Hays’ streets were once known for their
bloodshed at night.
This man was hired to put an end
to the fights.

Now for our final clue today, let’s see what
can be found.
Look for Wild Bill Hickok among the
businesses of downtown.
But also search for a smaller rendition
of a train,
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Pete Felten,

a local artist of Hays, Ks.
has been creating sculptures, mostly from
native limestone, blessing our community with
his artistry and generosity since the early 1960’s.
This “Treasure Hunt Tour” is designed to
showcase Pete’s artwork, but also to introduce
you to the history of our area, particularly the
original Hays City and historic Fort Hays. Please
take time to appreciate the wonder of each
piece of artwork that you discover today, and
also recognize the contributions of the founding
generations of our city.
Instructions:
Read the first clue, drive to that location, enjoy the
statue and surroundings, then read the next clue,
continuing on until you finish.
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Now drive back toward Main Street,
but instead, head south of town,
Turning right at the corner, then turn
left onto these grounds.
At the KSU Research Center this
sculpture watches their work,
This bull looks into the distance from
atop his stately perch.

Head north into Hays on Main Street,
then turn left on the street called 8th.
Drive west to College Drive, and then
left onto Fort Hays State.
As you enter our university, stay alert as
you make that turn.
A statue on your left, marks where all
can gather to learn.
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The Monarch of the Plains stands gazing into
heaven, made for Hays’ Centennial in 1967.
Located on Old Fort Hays’ historic site,
He’s a mighty guardian, alert day and night.

Also on the campus of FHSU,
are two students of old,
in a constant review.
By the old country schoolhouse,
south of Sheridan Hall,
Celebrating education, and the wisdom
behind these walls.
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Remember to relax and have fun. This is not a race!

Come on! Let’s get going!
On an adventure through the past.
Let’s start on the edges of our city,
where the traffic travels fast.
Drive first to Old Highway 40,
where it crosses Commerce Parkway.
Look for the statue of a train whose
conductor is gone for the day.
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On the south side of the Union on
the quad at FHSU,
Stands a Kent State Memorial to
remind me, and you too,
That all students deserve safety,
no matter their personal view.

Remember where you left 8th Street?
Return there, then turn west.
Travel to 183 Bypass, then turn right to
continue our quest.
Drive north to Interstate 70,
then travel east to Exit 159.
Enter the city of Hays again, but glance
right before entering Vine.
This is Hays’ “gatekeeper,” a personal
favorite of mine.
He’s titled, “Watching the Wagons”
and he’s found here on North Vine.
As you enter our fair city, he gazes down
as if to say,
“Ya’ll drive a nice ‘wagon’!
Have a nice stay!”

You will find blue Google® clues
throughout the brochure to
use if you need them.

Now hurry to the hospital, but thankfully
just for fun.
Search the gardens carefully there,
for the statue of a nun.
HaysMed used to be two hospitals,
but merged on these spacious grounds,
St. Anthony from this site, and Hadley
Hospital from downtown.
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Now drive around the building looking
for Cancer Care.
You will find another statue to the right
of the entrance there.
A woman and her children have found
this spot to rest.
She seems to be watchfully guarding
and praying for their best.
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A legend from historic Hays,
is Elizabeth Polly by name.
The Old Fort Hays soldiers were who
bestowed her with this fame.
In her kindness she helped heal soldiers,
and her death was not in vain.
The statue behind our Dairy Queen, is of
her wandering our spacious plains.

